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The article studies the content of the child’s right to information in international acts of universal and European character. It is established
that the basis of international legal regulation of the child’s right to information is formed by general rules on the right to information are fixed in
international instruments of universal level — in Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 and Article 19 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 1966. In addition, the rules on the child’s right to information of a special nature are enshrined in Articles 12,
13, 17, 24 and 28 of the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child.

It is found that at the universal level, the main content of the child’s right to information is the ability to formulate his or her own views,
the right to freely express these views on all matters affecting the child, and the views of the child are given due consideration in accordance
with his or her age and maturity. The child’s right to information also includes the right to express his or her opinions freely; to seek, receive
and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other
media of the child’s choice.

It is determined that the content of the right to information in the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms
(1950) and in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union (2000) is practically identical to the content of the relevant international
treaties of a universal character.

It's proved that since the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union (2000) contains only one general clause on freedom
of expression and information, at the European level, the child’s right to information is mainly set in the legal acts of the Council of Europe. From
one side the restrictions to which the right to freedom of expression may be subject under the Convention (1950) are much wider and outlined
in more detail than in international treaties of a universal character. From other side the Convention on the Exercise of Children’s Rights (1996),
unlike international legal acts of a universal nature, has a positive effect providing the new term "relevant information” that means information
which is appropriate to the age and understanding of the child, and which will be given to enable the child to exercise his or her rights fully unless
the provision of such information were contrary to the welfare of the child.

Key words: children’s right to information, children’s rights, protection of children’s rights, treaties, international legal protection of children’s rights.

Y cTaTTi AocnimpKeHO 3MICT NpaBa AUTUHM Ha IHbOpMaLLilo B MKHApPOAHMX akTax yHiBEpPCanbHOro Ta EBPONENCLKOro xapakTepy. BctaHoeneHo,
L0 OCHOBY MiXHapOAHO-NPABOBOrO PErynioBaHHs npasa AWTUHU Ha iHopMaLilo CTaHOBNATL 3arafibHi HOPMK NPO MpPaBo Ha iHdopmaLito,
3aKpinneHi y MiXHapoaHUX aktax yHiBepcanbHoro piBHsa — y ctatTi 19 3aranbHoi fgeknapadii npas nognHn 1948 poky i cratti 19 MixxHapogHoro
nakTy Npo rpoMafsHChKI i NoniTUYHi Npasa 1966 poky. Kpim Toro, HopMu Npo NpaBo AWTUHU Ha iHdopMaLlito crewjianbHOro xapakrepy 3akpinneHi
B cTatTax 12, 13, 17, 24 i 28 KoHBeHUii npo npasa antuHu 1989 poky.

3’'coBaHo, WO Ha yHiBepcanbHOMY MiKHapO4HOMY PiBHi OCHOBHMM 3MiCTOM NpaBa AMTUHM Ha iHhopMaLlilo € MOXNUBICTb hopMynoBaTH
BnacHi NOrnsaun, Npaso BiflbHO BMCMOBMAOBATM L NOMMSAM 3 YCiX NUTaHb, WO CTOCYIOTbCA OUTUHM, NPUYOMY NOMMsSAaM AUTUHU NPULINAETHCS
HanexHa yBara BiAnoBiaHo Ao ii BiKy Ta 3pinocTi. [paBo AWTUHM Ha iHGOpPMAaLLil0 TakoX BKIKOYAE NPaBO BiflbHO BMCMOBMIOBATU CBOI NOrMsaw;
LyKaTi, ogepxyBaTy Ta nowuvproBaTy iHdopmauito Ta igei Oyab-aKoro BuAy, HE3anexHo Bif AepXKaBHWX KOPAOHIB, B YCHIW, NMUCbMOBIN YuM
[pyKoBaHii opmi, y popmi TBOpIB MUCTELTBA ab0 3a 4OMOMOrOH0 iHLIMX 3acobiB Ha BUBIp AUTUHM.

BusHaueHo, LLo 3micT npaea Ha iHdhopMaLito B KOHBEHLii Mpo 3aX1CT npas MioAvHK | OCHOBOMONOXHMX cBo60A 1950 poky Ta XapTii OCHOBOMOMOXHMX
npae €sponeicbkoro Cotody 2000 poKy NpakTUYHO iAEHTUYHWIA 3MICTY BiAMOBIAHUX MiXXHAPOAHUX AOTOBOPIB YHIBEPCANbHOrO XapakTepy.

[loBeneHo, Lo ockinbkn XapTis ocHoBHUX npas €ponelcbkoro Cotody (2000) MicTWTb nuwe ofHe 3aranbHe MOMoXeHHs mpo csobopy
BUpaXeHHs NornsziB Ta iHopmallii, To Ha EBPONENCHLKOMY PiBHI NPaBO AUTVHU Ha iHhopMaLLilo NepeBaXHO 3aKpinneHo B NpaBoBUX akTax Paau
€sponun. 3 ogHOro 60Ky, OOMEXEHHSI, SKUX MOXe 3a3HaBaTW MpaBoO Ha CBOOOAY BMpaXXeHHsI MOrnsdiB BiAnoBigHO A0 €BPONENCHbKOi KOHBEHLT
1950 poky, HabaraTo LumpLLi | BUKNageHi binbLl geTanbHo, HiXX Y MiXKHapOAHUX AOroBopax yHiBepcanbHoro xapaktepy. 3 iHworo 6oky, KoHBeHLjs
npo 3AINCHeHHs NpaB ANTUHW 1996 poky, Ha BIAMIHY Bif MXXHapOAHO-NPaBOBYX aKTiB YHIBEPCASIbHOMO XapaKkTepy, Mae NO3NTUBHWIA eEKT, OCKINbKM
3anpoBafKye HOBWI TEPMiH «BiAMoBigHa iHGopMaLis», WO 03Havae iHopMaLlito, sika BiANoBiAae BiKy i PO3yMiHHIO AUTUHY, | sika Byae HagaHa
[Ons Toro, Wob AUTHA MOrfa NOBHOK MIPOIO 3AiCHIOBATK CBOI NpaBa, SIKLWO TiNbKy HagaHHs Takoi iHgopmaLii He cynepeunts 4O6poBy Ty ANTUHN.

KntouoBi crnoBa: npaBo AWTWMHM Ha iHbopMalLlito, paBa AUTUHU, 3aXMCT NPaB AUTUHU, MiPKHAPOAHI LOrOBOPU, MiXKHAapOAHO-NPaBOBUIA 3aXUCT
npas AUTUHW.

Problem statement. In today’s information age, the abil-
ity to freely obtain, use, disseminate, store and protect infor-
mation is vital for the effective realization of the rights,
freedoms and legitimate interests of every person, including
children. The Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989)
[1] provides for a number of principles regarding the legal
status of the child, including the best interests of the child as
a primary consideration (Article 3) and the right to express
the child’s views freely in all matters affecting the child
(Article 12). This right is closely related to the child’s right
to know what is happening and to have access to information
of interest to him or her — the right to seek, receive and impart
information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers,
either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or
through any other media of the child’s choice. The realization

of the right of access to information by a child gives the child
the opportunity to understand what is happening and to form
his or her own opinion about it. It is also quite obvious that
children should be provided with access to information in
accordance with the age and maturity of the child. The content
of the child’s right to information is enshrined in both relevant
international legal acts and domestic legislation.

Overview of recent research. The issues of international
legal regulation of the child’s right to information were studied
in their scientific works by such Ukrainian and foreign schol-
ars as: Y. V. Bogdan [2], I. I. Zaharnitska [3], V. A. Zalizniak
and V. A. Lipkan [4], M. O. Marshuba [5], M. P. Nediukha [6],
0. V. Nesterenko [7], S. Pugach [8], V. A. Romashchenko [9],
V. M. Steshenko [10], Samantha Godwin [11], Penelope Car-
roll [12], Jane Murray, Beth Blue Swadener and Kylie Smith
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[13], Elaine E. Sutherland [14], Anca Gheaus, Gideon Calder
and Jurgen De Wispelaere [15] and others.

However, in this article we will focus on reviewing
the content of international legal acts of universal and Euro-
pean character regulating the child’s right to information,
which is the purpose of the article.

Based on this goal, we can formulate the following objec-
tives of the article:

— to determine the content of the child’s right to informa-
tion in international legal acts of universal character;

— to determine the content of the child’s right to informa-
tion in international legal acts of European character.

Presentation of the main material. The content
of the child’s right to information in international legal acts
of universal level.

The basis of international legal regulation of the child’s
right to information is formed by general norms on the right to
information are fixed in international acts of universal level. In
particular, Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (1948) states that everyone has the right to freedom
of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold
opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart
information and ideas through any media and regardless
of frontiers [16, Art. 19]. This legal norm is developed in
Article 19(1) of the International Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights (1966), according to which everyone shall have
the right to hold opinions without interference [17, Art. 19(1)].
In addition to this, everyone shall have the right to freedom
of expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive
and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless
of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form
of art, or through any other media of his choice.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989), which
is an international treaty of a special nature in the field
of protection of children’s rights, contains a number of arti-
cles on the protection of the child’s right to information. Thus,
Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child pro-
vides for the right of the child to express his or her views freely
in all matters affecting him or her, and the views of the child
shall be given due weight in accordance with his or her age
and maturity [1, Art. 12(1)]. For this purpose, the child shall in
particular be provided the opportunity to be heard in any judi-
cial and administrative proceedings affecting the child, either
directly, or through a representative or an appropriate body, in
a manner consistent with the procedural rules of national law
[1, Art. 12(2)].

In its turn, Article 13(1) of the Convention on the Rights
of the Child establishes the child’s right to freedom of expres-
sion; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive
and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless
of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form
of art, or through any other media of the child’s choice [1,
Art. 13(1)].

Article 17 of the Convention provides for the child’s
access to information and material from a diversity
of national and international sources, especially those aimed
at the promotion of his or her social, spiritual and moral
well-being and physical and mental health [1, Art. 17].
Article 24(2e) of the Convention sets for the provision
of information to all sections of society, including parents
and children, on the health and nutrition of children, the ben-
efits of breastfeeding, hygiene, sanitation of the child’s envi-
ronment and the prevention of accidents [1, Art. 24(2e)],
and Article 28(1d) establishes that information and materials
in the field of education and training shall be made available to
all children [1, Art. 28(1d)].

However, a child’s right to information is not absolute
and therefore exercise of this right may be subject to certain
restrictions, but these shall only be such as are provided by
law and are necessary: for respect of the rights or reputations
of others or for the protection of national security or of pub-

lic order, or of public health or morals. The grounds for these
restrictions are identical in both the Convention on the Rights
of the Child [1, Art. 13(2)] and the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights [17, Art. 19(2)].

The content of the child’s right to information in interna-
tional legal acts of European level.

Since the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European
Union (2000) contains only one general clause on freedom
of expression and information [18, Art. 11], at the Euro-
pean level, the child’s right to information is mainly set in
the legal acts of the Council of Europe. First of all, this right
is fixed in the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights
and Fundamental Freedoms (1950), and the content of this
right is identified with the freedom of expression. Under
the Article 10 of the Convention everyone has the right to free-
dom of expression and this right shall include freedom to hold
opinions and to receive and impart information and ideas with-
out interference by public authority and regardless of frontiers
[19, Art. 10(1)]. As we can see, the content of the right to infor-
mation under the Convention (1950) is practically identical to
the content of the relevant international treaties of a universal
character. At the same time, the restrictions to which the right
to freedom of expression may be subject under the Conven-
tion (1950) are much wider and outlined in more detail than
in international treaties of a universal character. In particular,
the Article 10(2) provides that the exercise of these freedoms
may be subject to such formalities, conditions, restrictions or
penalties as are prescribed by law and are necessary in a dem-
ocratic society in the interests of national security, territorial
integrity or public safety, for the prevention of disorder or
crime, for the protection of health or morals, for the protec-
tion of the reputation or rights of others, for the preventing
of the disclosure of information received in confidence, or for
the maintaining the authority and impartiality of the judiciary
[19, Art. 10(2)].

In addition to the Convention (1950) [19], we are also
interested in the European Convention on the Exercise of Chil-
dren’s Rights (1996), which has a positive aspect of the term
"relevant information" that means information which is appro-
priate to the age and understanding of the child, and which
will be given to enable the child to exercise his or her rights
fully unless the provision of such information were contrary to
the welfare of the child [20, Art. 2(d)]. In particularly a child
considered by internal law as having sufficient understanding,
in the case of proceedings before a judicial authority affecting
him or her, shall be granted, and shall be entitled to request,
the following rights: to receive all relevant information; to
be consulted and express his or her views and to be informed
of the possible consequences of compliance with these views
and the possible consequences of any decision [20, Art. 3].
Articles 6 and 10 of the Convention on the Exercise of Chil-
dren’s Rights (1996) provides child’s right to information tak-
ing into account that in proceedings affecting a child, the judi-
cial authority, before taking a decision, shall ensure the best
interests of the child [20, Art. 6, 10].

The Council of Europe Strategy for the Rights of the Child
(2022-2027) also plays an important role in protecting
the child’s right to information [21, Para. 44].

Conclusions. 1. The basis of international legal regulation
of'the child’s right to information is formed by general rules on
the right to information are fixed in international instruments
of universal level — in Article 19 of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights of 1948 and Article 19 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 1966. In addition,
the rules on the child’s right to information of a special nature
are enshrined in Articles 12, 13, 17, 24 and 28 of the 1989 Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child.

2. At the universal level, the main content of the child’s
right to information is the ability to formulate his or her own
views, the right to freely express these views on all matters
affecting the child, and the views of the child are given due con-
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sideration in accordance with his or her age and maturity. The
child’s right to information also includes the right to express
his or her opinions freely; to seek, receive and impart informa-
tion and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally,
in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other
media of the child’s choice.

3. The content of the right to information in the Conven-
tion for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms (1950) and in the Charter of Fundamental Rights
of the European Union (2000) is practically identical to
the content of the relevant international treaties of a universal
character.

4. Since the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the Euro-
pean Union (2000) contains only one general clause on free-

dom of expression and information, at the European level,
the child’s right to information is mainly set in the legal acts
of the Council of Europe. From one side the restrictions to
which the right to freedom of expression may be subject under
the Convention (1950) are much wider and outlined in more
detail than in international treaties of a universal character.
From other side the Convention on the Exercise of Children’s
Rights (1996), unlike international legal acts of a universal
nature, has a positive effect providing the new term "relevant
information" that means information which is appropriate to
the age and understanding of the child, and which will be given
to enable the child to exercise his or her rights fully unless
the provision of such information were contrary to the welfare
of the child.
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